WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
ages, addressed to the Admiralty and repeated to us, had been coming
in from our Consulate to the effect that die Goekn had finished coaling,
was getting up steam, that the captain had landed and entrusted his
photograph of the Emperor to the German Consul, and finally that
both vessels had cleared for action and were now steaming southwards.
This was followed by complete silence, which lasted for several days. I
have never known a night pass slower or cause greater disappointment.
The consequences, too, were momentous. Turkey was very un-
decided, but the arrival of the Goden at Constantinople and its sub-
sequent transfer to the Turkish Navy gave the pro-German war-party
there, headed by Enver and Talaat, the encouragement and support
which they needed: that and our own stupidity about the two war-
ships which had just been completed for the Turkish Navy in Britain.
They had been built by public subscription in Turkey and were on
the point of being delivered to Raouf Pasha to take back to Constan-
tinople. We retained them, as we had a perfect right to do, under a
clause in the contract which provided for just such a contingency.
But we declined flatly to refund the money immediately, as we
should have done, or to give a guarantee that we would restore them,
or others similar to them, to Turkey as soon as the war was over.
This naturally and deeply offended the Turks and, combined with the
Goeien incident, was probably the decisive factor, quite apart from
the negotiations with the Russian Government as to the ultimate fate
of Constantinople, in bringing Turkey into the war against us.
Things, however, settled down pretty quickly after that in Rome,
and being a bachelor and only thirty-two, I very soon came to the
conclusion that I should be serving my country better in the Army
than by sitting at an office desk in the Diplomatic Service. I con-
sequently made, with the full approval of the Ambassador, the first of
a series of attempts to be allowed to join up. Sir Rennell agreed and
wrote to the Foreign Office, and so did I. The replies reached us by
the same bag. His was to the effect that the Secretary of State was
very glad to hear that Sir Rennell could dispense with my services, as
he had another post in view for me. Mine was that the Foreign Office
was glad to hear that I was not necessary to the Ambassador at Rome,
as it had been arranged for me to proceed almost at once to Nish, which
after the evacuation of Belgrade Bad become the seat of the Serbian
Government.
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